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FOREWORD

Child and forced marriage (CFM) are among the most pressing issues of our
time, affecting millions of individuals around the world. In Australia, and
globally, the impact of these practices extends far beyond the individuals
involved, permeating communities and societies as a whole.'

Our report info Emerging Trends Driving Child and Forced Marriage seeks
to highlight our current concerns related to the risks of CFM and sexual
violence against women and girls experiencing displacement, mass
deportations, genocidal prejudice, harmful cultural practices and
specific challenges related to immigration.

Through consultation with a number of victim-survivors, community leaders
and the sector, we have identified some troubling developments driving
CFM in Australia, Pakistan, Iran and Afghanistan.

It is our view that these emerging and nuanced issues should be reflected
in both local and international policies, law reforms and services.

We therefore call upon the international community to consider:

RECCOMMENDATION 1: Increase funding for research and data collection to identify emerging
risks of child and forced marriage amongst women and girls experiencing: displacement, mass
deportations, genocidal prejudice, harmful cultural practices and challenges related to immigration.

RECCOMMENDATION 2: Build compensation, rehabilitation and long-term medical and
mental health support for victim-survivors into all policy, law reform and service provision
to ensure no one gets left behind.

RECCOMMENDATION 3: In addition to existing judicial responses to CFM, we join the call for
the development and implementation of more nation-wide family-centered education programs,
conflict resolution and mediation procedures that can successfully intervene and prevent the
marriage/crime taking place.

RECCOMMENDATION 4: Mandatory education relating to CFM laws in Australia for refugee
and immigrant families (new arrivals), in language and in culture, delivered through language
schools and resettlement agencies.

RECCOMMENDATION 5: Professional development training for school teachers, well being
officers and school counselors along with inclusion of CFM related content in the school

curriculum

RECCOMMENDATION é: Foster multi-lateral collaborations to ensure CFM regulations and
laws can be implemented successfully at a global scale.
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‘Boland Parwaz ( 39 sils ) is @ visionary venture ded

and Forced Marriage (CFM) both within Australia ar
imperative step fowards fostering a world free from
developing comprehensive education, advocacy, and support
drive prevention and intervention.

The core goal of Boland Parwaz is to empower local communities to lead
change, and create opportunities for young people to make informed
decisions about their own futures.

We aim to achieve this by initiating dialogue at both local and government
levels, engaging stakeholders, and creating in language and in culture
resources and training programs.

The risks and escalation of CFM across the world in recent years is a poignant
reminder of the urgent need to dismantle the structures perpetuating child
and forced marriages, mobilise collective action, and advocate for a future
where every individual has the right to choose their own path free from
coercion and threats.

At the heart of our mission lies the firm belief that every child deserves the
right to grow up free from the chains of early and coerced unions.

Please join us in our pursuit to create a world where childhood is safeguarded,
and forced marriages are arelic of the past!







HELENA

Helena Hassani is the founder and Executive Director of Boland Parwaz.

Born in the picturesque region of Hazarajat in Afghanistan during the 1990s,
Helena's childhood was upended by the Taliban insurgency in 1998. Forced
to flee her homeland and take shelter with relatives in Pakistan, she
experienced firsthand the struggles faced by many displaced women and
girls before finding safety and a new life in Australia.

Driven by her personal experience with displacement, genocidal persecution,
and child and forced marriage, Helena has become an inspirational advocate
for the rights of women and girls in Australia and internationally.

Holding a Master of Human Rights Law and a Bachelor of Health Science
and Social Work, Helena is also a researcher at UTS and Anti Slavery Australia,
a public speaker, podcaster, sector and community CFM trainer and has
served as a delegate at the United Nations Annual Tripartite Consultations
on Resettlement. Having also been a lead practitioner for men's behaviour
change programs and the prevention of family violence in Australia for the
last 7 years, Helena is undoubtedly a formidable force to be reckoned with.

Helena is committed to not only preventing future instances of child and
forced marriage, but also to support those who have already been affected.
Her vision is fo create a world where all girls have the right to an education,
the freedom to choose their own path in life, and the opportunity to pursue
their dreams and aspirations.
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DEFINITION OF CHILD & FORCED MARRIAGE

Forced marriage occurs when a person gets married without freely and fully
consenting because they have been coerced, threatened or deceived, or
because they are incapable of understanding the nature and effect of a
ceremony for reasons including age or mental capacity. (Federation of
Ethnic Communities Councils of Australia, 2019)

Child and forced marriage can ulfimately lead to additional risks of:
domestic violence, financial abuse, estrangement from family, murder,
honour based violence, honour killing and suicide with any marriage under
the age of 16 being considered child abuse..

In 2009, the United Nations published a supplement to The Handbook for
Legisiation on Violence Against Women, outlining a number of
recommendations to address “harmful practices” against women. The
Handbook included the following recommendations on Child and Forced
Marriage.

3.3.7. Forced marriage and child marriage (cross-reference to section 3.13 of the Handbook)
3.3.7.1. Defining forced marriage and child marriage

Legislation should:

» Define a forced marriage as any marriage entered into without the free and full consent of
both parties;

e Set the minimum age for marriage as 18 for both females and males; and

e Define a child marriage as any marriage entered into before the age of 18.

3.3.7.2. Considerations for offences related fo forced marriage and child marriage
Legislation should:

e Create a specific offence of forced marriage;

e Create a specific offence of child marriage;

e Criminalize those involved in the arrangement or contracting of a forced marriage or child
marriage; and

e Prohibit betrothal before the age of 18.

3.3.7.3. Removing sentencing provisions which force a victim of rape to marry the
perpetrator

Legislation should:

e Remove any exemption from punishment for perpefrators of rape who mary the
victim/survivor.

3.3.8. Bride price
3.3.8.1. Considerations for offences related fo bride price

Legislation should:

e Prohibit the giving of bride price;

e Stafe that divorce shall not be contfingent upon the return of bride price but such
provisions shall not be interpreted to limit women'’s right to divorce;

e State that a perpeftrator of domestic violence, including marital rape, cannot use the
fact that he paid bride price as a defence fo a domestic violence charge; and

e State that a perpetrator of domestic violence, including marital rape, cannot use the
fact that he paid bride price as the basis for claiming custody of the children of the
marriage. (cross-reference to section 3.13 of the Handbook)

In Australia, the Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 1995 (the Criminal Code) criminalizes
forced marriage, and those a party to a forced marriage.






In Australia Child & Forced marriage may manifest in the following ways:

1. Families will tell their daughters that they have booked a family holiday to
see a sick relative, show her their homeland or attend a family wedding.
They get permission for the girl to be out of school for an extended period of
time and when she gets outside of Australia she discovers she is getting
married. She has no option to resist. A religious ceremony takes place and
often the girl is unaware of the confractual agreement of the ceremony
and that she may not even have any rights to obtain a divorce.

2. They have already been promised to a cousin from a very young age
before coming to Australia. These arrangements can be to create
migration pathways for extended family or to maintain status and honour
within the community. They are told from a very young age that they
belong to that person and that is their destiny.

3. Families may receive pressure from members of the extended community
to agree to a marriage to maintain respect.

4. Families may “sell” their daughters to obtain financial gain, with bride
prices ranging from $15,000-$50,000 cash plus jewelry, gold and other gifts.

5. There is a practice where girls can be exchanged to fulfill the wishes of a
brother. For example, if a brother liked a girl from a specific family who was
demanding a lot of money he could suggest that his sister marry one of the
girls brothers to avoid or reduce bride price.

6. If you are divorced then a woman may find herself forced into a marriage
with a much older man due to a belief she has few options and a second
marriage is the only way to rebuild the girls reputation and honour.

7. Research indicates that there are links between child and forced
marriage and family violence due to an incompatibility of expectations of
gender roles between women educated in Australia and new husbands
from overseas who are holding onto traditional beliefs and practices.

8. In some cases marriage can be used to lure women and girls into sex
slavery or used by foreign nationals for a few months of ‘fun’ before
divorcing and abandoning the woman with little fo no consequences.
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NEW CONCERNS

In addition to the risks of child and forced marriage in Australia there are
some emerging concerns for women and girls currently facing deportation
to Afghanistan from Pakistan and Iran.

In 2021 when the Taliban seized power of Afghanistan it led to a mass
exodus of millions of vulnerable Hazara communities, especially women
and children, to Pakistan, Turkey and Iran.

After centuries of persecution and attempted genocide, families have
sought safety in Pakistan, Turkey and Iran for the last 120 years.

When the Pakistani government announced, in October 2023, its intention
to deport 1.7 milion Afghan nationals back to Afghanistan (regardless of
their refugee status) the majority of those targeted so far are from the
Hazara community.

Likewise, Iran also started mass deportations of Afghans reaching into the
hundreds of thousands, followed by Turkey whose numbers are unknown
but appear to be in the hundreds of thousands as well.

In these situations the risks of child and forced marriage is magnified.

* Poverty often drives families to sell their daughters

* The deportations amplify the feeling of daughters being burdens on their
families and raises the risk of CFM

e There are extra risks of abduction and sexual violence at border crossings

* Girls have become too scared to go to school because of school raids
from Pakistani authorities, further creating greater risk of families seeking
marriages instead of education




Additional challenges include:

e Entire communities in Quetta are too scared to leave their homes

* Legally acquired properties are being bulldozed, making families homeless

» Authorities are coming to mark houses to signal imminent deportation,
raising extreme fear and mental health issues

« Victims of sex slavery are being retfraumatised because of the idea they
may have their resettlement thwarted or cancelled and returned to the
Taliban

e Increase risks of suicides

e Rise in hate crimes against these communities

e Long waiting times for registration with UNHCR causing additional risks of
sexual assault and exploitation because of their shared living
arrangements/ lack of safe houses for vulnerable women to stay while
their cases are being processed

e Lack of access to hospitals and medical services because of lack of ID

* Many men and boys deported from Pakistan, leaving women and girls
vulnerable - unable to survive

Once over the border:

e Heightened risk of sexual violence, sex slavery, abductions and forced
marriages to Taliban soldiers

e Risky marriages to older or incompatible men to secure pathways to
immigration in other countries such as Australia, UK, USA, Canada

¢ Only way to protect a girl's honour is to ensure she is married so she is under
her husband's protection.

e Murder at the hands of Taliban

e Honour kilings due to rape and unwanted pregnancy

The Taliban’s brutal dictatorship continues to systematically remove all
human rights from women and girls in Afghanistan, including: their right to
free movement, the closure of schools, the closure of maternity hospitals,
restrictions on work, the banning of and use of mobile phones and even the
number of girl children they are allowed to have.
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CASE STUDY 1 - SELLING DAUGHTERS FOR CASH

We know of one family of five daughters and one son where the father is currently
selling his daughters off (aged 18, 16, 13, 12, 10) one by one. Due to the harsh
financial challenges the family faces in Pakistan the daughters have been married
to men in Australia, Sweden and Iran.

Of particular concern is the case of the 16 year old girl who married an Australian.
After the marriage he returned to Australia, leaving his wife in the care of his
brothers while he sorted a spouse visa. In this time the girl was used as a sex slave for
the brothers, beaten and threatened. The violence was so bad that both the girl
and her mother were hospitalised with broken ribs and arms. On hearing of this
situation the husband in Australia simply divorced the girl leaving her completely
broken and with severe mental health issues.

Cases like these are becoming more common.

CASE STUDY 2 - SEX SLAVERY VICTIMS FACING ADDITIONAL TRAUMA

We know of a number of cases where young women and girls who have managed
fo escape capture and sex slavery in Afghanistan have found themselves being
inferviewed over 5 times, each time being re-fraumatised and with no ongoing
support services. This infurn has led to extreme and very serious mental health issues.
We know of one case specifically where a survivor started to go mute, was unable
to look after herself and her entire body started shutting down. Due to lack of
access to Pakistan's hospital system and raising fear of deportation and vigilante
Taliban operatives in Pakistan she was at extreme risk of catastrophic mental injuries
and suicide. The case was luckily caught in fime and her case fast fracked, but it is
a reminder of the potential of so many women facing similar circumstances who fall
through the cracks. There are many women and girls that would prefer to die at
their own hands rather than be returned to their captor and forturer.




CASE STUDY 3 - ABDUCTION OF GIRLS FROM VILLAGES

In recent months, there have been reports that Taliban forces are going village to
vilage abducting or forcefully taking young girls (up to sixty a time in just one
village) into sex slavery. There are reports of sex houses where girls as young as 13
are giving birth to their abusers children.

This escalation is of grave concern in the Hazara and other communities in

Afghanistan who see these actions as an escalation of genocidal intfent that has
been waged against minority communities in Afghanistan for centuries.

RELEVANCE TO AUSTRALIA

¢ Girls and young women are being sacrificed for the sake of bringing a relative
(whose life may be in danger) to Australia from Pakistan, Iran or Afghanistan

e These marriages often take place offshore and online where there are less
safeguards

e Abandoned brides are on the rise and occur within other South Asian communities

e Cultural practices such as dowry and bride prices incentivise CFM
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RECOMMENDATIONS

In Australia

e Funding and development of a MARAM style CFM risk assessment (Multi-Agency
Risk Assessment and Management Framework) to be used by services such as:
Life Line, 1800 RESPECT, Emergency/police, Family Violence, Women's refuges
mental health services, Child Protection Services.

e In Australia, Child and Forced Marriage to be added fto the Family Violence
Act in addition to the Modern-Savery Act

e Greater investment into mediation and conflict resolution models and programs
that can enable the victim and their families to reconcile and co-prevent child
and forced marriage.

e Funding and development of a wider range of education and prevention
programs specifically in language and in culture.

e Investment into data collection relating fo CFM due to under-reporting

e Review laws dealing with multilateral offences especially CFM abroad and
abandoned brides

* Implement more educational programs and fraining for community members.

e Mandatory training for the new arrival on CFM laws in Australia as part of their
settlement programs.

Internationally

® Greater mental health support for displaced women and girls experiencing or
recovering from sex slavery and CFM in their host countries.

® Risk assessments around CFM and sex slavery being integrated into resettlement
intferview processes.

* Medical freatment for women and girls who have experienced CFM and sex slavery
regardless of their visa status.

® Provision of accommodation in women-only safe houses for vulnerable and at risk
women waiting for asylum cases to be processed.

® Training religious leaders on the legal side of CFM in each country.

* We also support Anti-Slavery Australia’s recommendation to create a Forced
Marriage Protection Order similar fo Intervention orders used in family violence.
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OUR SEVICES

Boland Parwaz is a concious coming together of a small team of
practitioners, advocates, community leaders and creatives that are
passionate about the prevention of child and forced marriage.

Using our combined experience in family violence, men’'s behaviour
change, mental health, resettlement, media, human rights, criminal and
migration law, we aim to become a specialist service for the development
and delivery of ‘in language’ and ‘in culture’ resources and programs for
the prevention of child and forced marriage in Australia and abroad.

Our goal is to ensure prevention and intervention happens before the crime
is committed.

Through our shared network we have the capacity to bring together
community groups, families, young people, survivors and service providers
to ensure tools are culturally sensitive for the communities we serve.

If you need help with your next project or wish to collaborate, we can
create;

e Resources, tools and content creation in language and in culture

» Design and delivery of bespoke training programs in language and in culture

e Specialist consultations

e Design campaign and social impact strategies

e Support the creation of creative communications

¢ Assist with policy and advocacy support

* Conduct or support participatory and action based research

* Work with young women/youth in leadership programs

* Conduct community leadership/engagement activities

* Deliver whole school awareness raising workshops

* Provide keynote speeches for events

* Design culturally sensitive interviews for research purposes and conduct
interviews with victim-survivors of CFM for various services

You can contact us via bolandparwazorg@gmail.com
Or via our social media @bolandparwaz or www.bolandparwaz.com
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VOICE OF THE COMMUNITY

“Our community is afraid of assimilation into the wider Western society, fearful
of losing their culture and connections to their long practices and beliefs,
fearful of losing control over their children, fearful of shame and losing
respect in the eyes of the community etc”.

“Educating parents is equally important as educating young people in our
community because it is a harmful practice and young people are fearful of
saying no or reporting to authorities. If the parents understand the
consequences of their actions, they might think twice before forcing their
children into marriages without their consent™.

“"Hazara men are already being oppressed by other tfribes and when we
consider women and girls’ situation in our community then women are twice
as vulnerable and with no voice or support”.

“We need to give our girls the opportunities to participate in the community
and discuss issues concerning them, rather than asking men to make
decisions about them and on their behalf”.

“Women should be strong enough to push for their active participation in the
community and forums which are about them and for them”

“Changing the practice of child and forced marriage cannot happen over
night and require a whole community approach”

“Change starts at birth and at home, with girls being equal to sons”

“"How do you say no to your parents or put them in trouble when they have
risked everything to create a better life for youe”
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